Water of Life School News
Back to School- August 2017
Dear Families,
What a wonderful first week of school! We’ve loved welcoming back our returning
families, and we’re so enjoying getting to know all of our new ones. Thank you all
for choosing our school for your family this year. We are truly blessed.

Upcoming Events

Labor Day- no school
Monday, September 4

We especially appreciate the opportunity to share God’s love with our beautiful
children each and every day. Our teachers are specially trained in teaching the Bible
to children, and Jesus Time is one of the sweetest moments in each classroom.
Please feel free to ask your child’s teacher, or myself, if you ever have any questions
about what we teach and believe. We’re more than happy to answer your
questions! Better yet, take advantage of our free “4 Key Concepts” Class.
As the month of August comes to an end, we’re looking forward to a great rest of
the school year!
Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it.
Proverbs 22:6

Flu Mist Clinic
date TBD

Vision Screening Clinic
October 3-5

Parent’s Night
Thursday, October 19
6:30pm
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Upcoming Events
FluMist Clinic: I’m currently working with the Children’s Lung Clinic (a pediatric
practice here in town) to set up the Flu Mist Clinic here at school. I’ll keep you
updated on the date. Information and permission slips will be going home in your
child’s backpack.
Vision Screening Clinic: The Vision Screening Clinic will be held at school, and is a
free service that we provide to our students. The screening is especially designed
for young children, and checks for basic age-appropriate visual acuity. The
screening is performed by Dr Jennifer Burke, OD. She is one of the few
optometrists in Las Vegas that has specialized training and experience in pediatric
optometry, and we‘re happy to have a partnership with her. Permission forms will be
sent home closer to the date.
Parent’s Night: This is a free seminar that I started at parent request. During the
seminar I share in detail our approach to guiding children towards greater
independence, self-reliance, and self-control, and how you can use these
techniques at home. You’ll gain information about our tried and true approach that
will help you to strengthen the skills at home that your children are learning in
school.
Drop-Off Time: We greatly appreciate how conscientious everyone is about making
sure your child is at school on time. Thank you! The school doors open at 7:55am. If
you need to bring your child to school earlier than 7:55am, we have early drop off
starting at 7:45am for Part Time students and 7:30am for Full Time students. If you
need a one-time early drop-off, please don’t hesitate to make arrangements with
me.
T-Shirts: T-shirt ordering will be available soon. I’ll send out an email, as well as
send information home in your child’s backpack.
Con’t on page 2

Con’t from page 1
Screen Time: Research is showing that how much time a child spends with electronic devices has a significant impact
on his/her growth and development. Your child’s growth and development is the focus of what we do, and we’re here
to partner with you to optimize that for each and every one of our students. Please take a moment to read the
information about screen time and your child.
Sleep and Your Child: There’s an ongoing effort in early childhood research to learn more about sleep and young
children. Please take a moment to read the information on sleep. Adequate sleep will help your child take the best
advantage of all of the wonderful learning activities we have available at Water of Life.
Parent Resource Page: There’s a Parent Resource Page on our website that I will be adding to on a regular basis.
You’ll find articles and links to useful websites that prayerfully will provide you with additional valuable information as
well as http://content.mycutegraphics.com/graphics/month/august/august-back-to-school.png parenting support.
A Word About Honeymoons: It’s not unusual for some children, after one or two weeks of “I can’t wait to go to
school!” to suddenly appear hesitant, reluctant, or even burst into tears at drop-off time. This can leave a parent with
a confusing sense of “I thought he/she loved school!?”. This is perfectly normal behavior. After the novelty of going to
a brand-new and fun school has worn off (around week two or three) children realize that going to school is definitely
a part of their new daily routine. Young children are expressing the memory of being at home in an environment that
doesn’t require them to be outside of their familiar comfort zone. Please be assured that this phase passes quickly;
your child is gaining valuable independence and self-reliance skills at school that will serve him/her well.
One way to help your child through this phase, is to express your confidence in his/her abilities, and your confidence
in the fact that he/she will have fun at school. Another way to help your child work through these feelings is by making
the drop-off time short and quick. The children all know by now what to do when they arrive, and most of them can
complete their arrival tasks without coaching. So we encourage you to give your child the opportunity to practice and
develop these new self-reliance skills. As parents ourselves we’ve had the experience of leaving a teary child at school
(it’s tough!). As professional educators, though, we can reassure you that your child is fine within a couple of minutes
after you leave, and the self-confidence they gain by working through this phase is priceless. A positive and upbeat
attitude at home towards school, and expressions of confidence in your child, will soon have them telling you again “I
can’t wait to go to school!”

God’s blessings,
Silvi Sullivan, BSN, MAT, M.Ed.
Director
Water of Life Lutheran School

